
 
 

February 3, 2021 

 

Rochelle Walensky      Jeffrey Zients 

Director       COVID-19 Response Coordinator  

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention   White House 

1600 Clifton Road      1600 Pennsylvania Avenue 

Atlanta, GA 30329      Washington, DC 20500 

 

Director Walensky and Mr. Zients:  

 

Thank you both for your outstanding leadership at the helm of our nation’s COVID-19 

response. As the threat of a dangerous surge in cases led by SARS-CoV-2 (coronavirus) variants 

grows, I urge you to work with the Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices to gather and 

consider data on the effectiveness of one-dose regimens of the Pfizer/BioNTech and Moderna 

vaccines. Our country is facing a crucial turning point as we push to protect as many Americans 

as possible before another surge of infections. Every person we vaccinate today is a life 

potentially saved. If clinical data supports an effective one-dose vaccine regimen, it could nearly 

double our daily vaccination numbers, simplify administration, and reduce COVID-19 deaths in 

the long run. We must evaluate all information available and consider every option. 

 

While daily U.S. case numbers are currently falling, more-contagious coronavirus 

variants first identified in South Africa, Brazil, and the United Kingdom are spreading across the 

globe. In fact, epidemiologists have already discovered infections caused by these variants in 

more than 30 states. Many patients had no recent travel history, which indicates community 

spread of these dangerous strains. Time is of the essence. The University of Minnesota’s Michael 

Osterholm, PhD, MPH, believes we could see a surge in infections led by these variants in as few 

as six weeks. Our nation faces a potential five-alarm fire. It is vital that we consider all vaccine 

data available to maximize the number of people protected between now and the next surge. 

 

 Public health, epidemiology, and immunology experts, including Yale University’s 

Akiko Iwasaki, PhD, Brown University’s Ashish Jha, MD, MPH, and University of California at 

San Francisco’s Robert Wachter, MD, have urged the Food and Drug Administration (FDA) to 

consider one-dose regimens for the Pfizer/BioNTech and Moderna vaccines. I share this concern 

and believe we must do everything possible to mitigate a future surge in cases. While it is 

important that the FDA continue to follow its regular and rigorous processes, we must also 

ensure that new data is analyzed in proper context and not overlooked. If the data shows a one-

dose regimen would save more lives, then we must adjust our strategy accordingly. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Ro Khanna 

Member of Congress 

 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/transmission/variant-cases.html
https://www.nbcnews.com/politics/meet-the-press/top-epidemiologist-says-biden-administration-needs-focus-first-vaccine-doses-n1256293
https://www.nbcnews.com/politics/meet-the-press/top-epidemiologist-says-biden-administration-needs-focus-first-vaccine-doses-n1256293
https://twitter.com/VirusesImmunity/status/1345086697365712904?s=20
https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/2021/01/03/its-time-consider-delaying-second-dose-coronavirus-vaccine/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/2021/01/03/its-time-consider-delaying-second-dose-coronavirus-vaccine/


CC: 

Acting Secretary of Health and Human Services Norris Cochran 

Food and Drug Administration Commissioner Janet Woodcock, MD 

Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices Chair José Romero, MD 

 

 


